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Checklist of predynastic "Decorated' pottery
with human fïgures

Stan Hendricls

The present checklist was conceived as an appendix to
Barbara Adam's article on sherds with human figures from
her excavations at Hierakonpolis (Adams 2002) and therefore
only aims at being a research tool.
All examples known to us ofpredynastic pottery belonging to
Petrie's Decorated class (Petrie l92l: pl. XXXI-XXXVII)
with human figuration have been listed. Nearly all of the
vessels mentioned have been published, but a few
unpublished ones have also been included.l
As decorated jars are well-appreciated objects on the
antiquities market it does not come as a surprise that they
have regularly been falsified. Pehie (1920: pl. XXI, 46 K)
noted that the decoration was faked on one of the vessels he
had published (which however did not prevent the jar from
showing up as an example of D-ware in recent publications,
cf. el-Yakhy 1981: 78, fig. A 8). As decorated jars with
human representation were particularly sought after they
were of course even more likely to be faked. Over time,
several examples of original jars with false decoration have
been mentioned (Brunton 1934; Payne, Kacrnarczyk &

t A few vessels in the British Museum, Iondon and the Royal Museums
for Art and History, Brussels have only been mentioned in an unpublished
MA dissertation (Smith 1989-190). I would like to thank Vivian Davies
and Luc Limme, for their permission to include these objects.
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Fleming 1977; Lupton 1992), and probably many more
remain hidden in museum storerooms or private collections.
In the present list a few jars with doubtful decoration have
been included. The obviously fake ones have however been
omitted, although they have been included in some studies
(el-Yakhy 1981, 1985).2 The armless human representations
seem particularly suspect and have only very exceptionally
been found during excavation.' Other types of predynastic
objects, such as figurines (Ucko & Hodges 1963) decorated
palettes (Arkell 1955) or flint figures (Scharff 1929: 67-68,
Abb. 47) have also been faked. The problem of fake
decoration on predynastic vessels has meanwhile been
discussed in detail par Aksamit ( zoot:sz-00;0.
The interpretation of the scenes represented on these jars is
still a far from settled problem, which falls far beyond the
aims of the present conhibution. For the most important
points of view, see: Aksamit 1981, 1992,1998; Braclq A. &
Znller, H. 1989; Brunner-Traut 1975; el-Yakhy 1981, 1985;
Gilbert 1999; Hendrickx 1998, 2000; Midant-Reynes 2000:
189-192; Monnet Saleh 1983; Smith 1993; Williams 1988.
The typological comparisons with Petrie's typology of
Decorated vessels (Pehie l92l: pl. XXX-X)O(VII) given
here are only indicative and focus on vessel shape rather than
on the decoration (cf. Gilbert 1999:28).

t To those mentioned by the authors above, can be added several
examplcs from the collection dc Rusta{acll (dc Rustafaell 1909: pl.
XVV3; Sotheby's London 1913: no 314, 316-318, 321, pl. )OryD and the
Otago Museum (Waite 1950: pl. l4). All of the examples given by el-
Yakhy l98l: 78, fig. A are most probably fakes. A few vases in the
Medelhavsmuseet at Stockholm have nevertheless been included-
dthough the decoration of at least of a few of them seems doubtfirl.
'A possible example ftom el-Amrah has not been included here (Maclver
& Mace 1902: pl. XIV/D 50 b; Pehie l92l: pl.?"??).
a Aksamit, J. False Egyptian Predynastic Antiquities - A Question of
Methodology. [in:] Miziolek, J. (ed.), Falsifications in Polish Collections
an Abroad. Warsaw, 2O0l:52-60.
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In this checklist, tle provenanced jars are arranged in
alphabetic order of the sites and the ves.sels without
provenanae in alphabetic order of the museurns where they
are kept at Fesent The bibliography is limited to the original
excavation reports arxt publications presenting more detailed
drawings or photograpln of the vessels. The bibliographical
references for the illustrations are in botd.

l. Abadiya, cemetoyB, tomb unknown
encavations WJ!{-F. Perrie 1898-1899 Oxford, Ashmolean Museum.
E2823 D 5l m Pe*rie a Mace l90l:pl.XJ{lll;Smith l9E9-1990: n"lO:
Pr5rne 1993: no t67

2. Abusir et-Meleq, tomb l2gl0
orcavatiqrs G- Moller, 1905-1906 Berlin, Staatliche MuseeÍ\ 1E.56ó ct
D ,lO p Schrríf 192ó: 21, Abb. 6, Tf. I lR2: Aksamit l99E; 32

3. Abusir et-lícleq, tomb 1024
occavations G- Móller, 190í1906 B€Íli4 Staatliche lvíuseeq 19" 120
cf D,lOl: Schrfr1926:21,Abb.5, Tf- lZ3l. Aksamit 1998: 3l-32
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4.Abydoq cern€t€Íy I tomb E.34O
excavatirons E. Navillg 190$1910 Brrxelles / Brussel Musees Royaux
d'Art eÍ Histoire / Koninklijke Musea voor Kunst en Geschiedenis,
E.3189 D 49 b NrviUe l9l4: 17, È V; Smith l9E9-1990: no 4

5.Abydos, unlorown
excavatioos W.MF. Petrie lE99-1903 Oxbrd- Ashmolean Museurq
E.ztg2- D 45 b Smith 1989-1990: n" 8; Peyne 1993: no t73

6,Abydos, unknown
excavetioas J. de lvdorgaÍ\ lE95Cairo, Egyptian ÀÁËann\ CG 2033 ct D
47 b ile Morgln lt96: pL X/2a-b; von Bissing 1913.27, pl. Itr: Muller
l97O: pl- 5; Gilbcrt 1999: no 3{l

T.Adainq tomb I
ercaratims H. de Morgaa 19074E.
New Yorlg Brmklyn Muser.rm,
09.t89.4,00 d D 5l b, m
Ne.cdlcr l9E4: 7G7E, no 21,205-207,
n" 58; Smith 1989-199O: n" I

t-Adar-ma settlement
ercavations B.Midant-Reyneq | 997

Adar-ma, Sore room AD 97 n75
f l-fr ryment [fidant-Reynes

Bavay, Buche & Baduel
1998:288,fig.12

tf"**l
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g.BadaÍi toÍnb 3759
excsYati{xls G- Brumon, 1922
Oxffr{Ashmlean Muserm\
1924.326 F 67
Brunoo &Ct*.Tbompson l92t:
pL)oO{[XLVIfi],Lff/15:
Pa5rne 1993: no 928

lO.Ballas, tomb Q fOO
orcavdions J-E. Quibell, I 895-l E96
location unlmown unknown
Petrie & Quibcll lt!16: pL Í)(YUE

I I Sallas, tomb Q 576
e(cavatioos J-E.Quibell, 1895-1896 Philadelphi4 University of
Pennsylvania ÀÁrser.rnr, 8.1399 cf- D 47 g Pctric & Quibdl 1t9ó: pL
l-XYlÍl;Ranke 1950, fig- 5 (6rst Ëwr righQ; Patch 1997:2O6-2O7, n" ó38

l2-Bailaq tomb Q 593
excavations t.E- Quó€ll, 1895-1896 location unknown
unknown Pctrie & Quibcll f&X: pL tXlIII/f7

WM
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l3.Debo{ cemet€ry 23, tomb 52
excavations G. À ReisÍrs, 1907-1908
location urr'kno\rn no parallel
Reisner 1910: voL L frg. 103

l4.el-Amrall cemet€ry B, tomb B 225
q.rcaralions D-R Mmhct & ÀC- Macc, 1900
tordoq BritishlÁlserrrq 355m D4ód
Mrdvcr & Mece t902: pLXfV;
Smi6 I 989- I 99O:n3; Alcsmitl 912ry1. I

I S.Gebelein (?)" unknown
purchascd byL- Borclnrdt, Qena lgO0Bcdin. StaatlicheMuseerl 15.129
cf- D 7E b-f Scbrrfi l93l: no 337, Abh.53, Tf 14; Priese l99l: E.

If.Geful Silll,l4 unhruw
saney H- & Mcrgcua 1907-1908 St.4ermain-e*Iay,77.7198
Dfragment CleSvt*íerle & ltallet l9E2: I.l0

I T-Flammamiya North Spur seftlenrent
excavations G. CatoeThompsoÍ\ 1923 - IC24
location unknown D Fdgment
Brunton & Crton-Thompcon f92& pL LM4, LXX/6,

íÍn

,tr
,tÍ
fs

wh
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I S. Hamrnamiya, tomb rmknown
ec(cayeÍions E. Schiaparelli & R Paribeni (?), l9oll90ó
Torino, 5.,1699 d D 43 - Feftovich l97E: trv.I

I 9.Hammamiy4 tomb unkrnwn
excavations E- Schiaparelli & R. PaÍibeni (?), 1905-1906
Torino, 5-4749 cf. D 78 - Ftttovich 197t: Í:v. tI; I-ccpo 1989: 189, fig 285

ffi
2O.Haraga tomb 452
excavdionsR Engelbach & B. Crun4 1913-1914
Londoq University College, 36.233 D 15 s
Engdbech & Gnnn l9l3: pL )Ofl//452; XXfX/2; Smirh 1989-1990: n" 2

2l.Naqada" tomb 6O
ercaralioos lv-lvÍ-F. Parie, lt95- l&X
OxfoÍ4 Aslurclean Musorr4 1895 tt9 f, /7
Pdric & Quiben 1896: 4l,pLËO(Vfl7;
Smíh 1989-1990:no $, Pelrne 1993: n" 916
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ffi
22-Naqada, romb l7f
qcavationc W.lrÍF. P*rie, lE95-18% Oxfor4 Astunolean Museunl
1895.606 D 5J b Smith 1989-1990: n" ó; Peync 1993: no tSt

23-Narprl^, tomb 454
excavations \ry-Ll-F. P*ie I 895-l t9ó
Oxford, Ashmolean Musarrq 1895.584
D 1 5 b
Pe{ric&. qribell lt!}6: pl. lXVIVl4:
Smi6 1969-19$: n" 7:
Peync 1993: no E65

24-Naqada tomb 566
excavations WJ!i-F. Petrie, IE95-1896 Orfor4 Ashmolean Museum,
lE95-6O9 D 6O Petrie & Quibell 1896: pL LXWI; Peyne 1993: no tE



25.Naqadq toÍub f04t
qcavatisns W.À/Í-F. Pefiie 1895-1896
location unlsrown
unbnwn
PetÍi€ & Qeibdl ft9ó: pt LXVUS

. r ê .  ^  - r  A  - < , /
E/1 tF. l f '  rn: ^

t  
- -  

n  ,  :  À l

^  H E ^ a \ \  d a)lffitrSirlffiffi
&  ,&  + 'S

I  I  I  t t 1

W@w
2ó.Naqada" tomb l2ó8
o<cavations W.MF. Petrie, fE9ll896 Oxfurd Ashmolean MuseurL
1895-595 D10 t PeEÈit Quibdl lt96:pl.lXVl/3:Smith 19891990:n"5;
Pe5rnc 1993: uoES)

Z7-Naqerla ($ unlcnown
donation lví. Todrus' trxor 1899 B€Íliq Staatlictre tríuseen 14-362
cf- D 13t SchrrÍf 1931: no333,Abb. 54, TÊ 14

28.Naqa ed-Deir, cÊmdery 7000, tomb 7521
encavations G-4. Reisner, I 9Ol -l 9O3
University of California at Berkeley,
Lowie Mrseum of Anttnopolory, 64000
c f - D 1 I a
Lythgoc & Dunhen t9ó5: 332-333, fig. 14E b,d
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2g.Qustul, cemaery! tornb L 23 \..' '

excavdions K-H. Seele, I 963- I 964
Chi*go, Odental lnstitute Musarrq 24119
no prallclWlllianrs 1986: 3.í8-349, frg. 163 c pL 8+-85:
Itriltiems 198E: f4. t

30.Risqalla, cemetery 30, tomb 9
er<cavdions G.A Reisner.
1907-1908
location unknown
cf .D10n
Rcisucr 191& vol I: fig- 249

3l.knurru (?), unbw,tt
pwclnxd by GJ- Clrcster 0 IBfut , British Muxum 50-751 (previtrusly
(hesrer Collectioa) D zló d :;nith l9E9-1990: n" I I; Ákmit 1992: pI 2

32.Semaina, unknown
purclns€d by G.J- Cheser, l89l
Oxford, Ashmolean Ivfu seerrn, lE9l.25 (previor.rsty Chestq Collection)
D 43 c Smith 1989-1990: n" 13; Peyne 1993: noEól

33.wbnwn urhnvn
fu.ll"|, Antilccnmuxum (or lun) 4 D 8O Viey 2001: 30

/ ')ËF\\
/t '!i!r{/lï,
f  -  g { ' l'N"ïflry*
t'rffit'
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J4,unknom
puchasod by W. MacGregor, before 1922 (?)
Basef private collection (prvviors! MacCrcgorCol€cria) cf. F 69 p (strapc)
lvlacGn;prr SaleCatatogrrclg22: n"I75ó 12); Schlogl l9?ts: n"l6: Aksemit l9E9: fig 3

: JJ.g1ft16eP

Ë purclrascd by L
,'n Egypt 1897

Borchardt-

Àifuseen,

331, Abb.

36.unknilwn
purcbased by L- Borchardt, ES/pt f t97
Berlin, Staatliche Museen, I 3.82ó
roprallel
Schrrtr [93]: no 13i4, Abb. 55, Tt 14

offitíílttatt*fff
-:áw^.."s

.&- #

#t{
3T.unknown
purchased by F,W. von Bissing, Egypt 1899
Bslrn, Staadiche Musosn, 14.314 d. D 46 d
Scbrríf l93f z no 327,^bh rtE, Tf. l4; Aksamit 1992:- pl. 3

..4:F.l
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3E,unknown
puÍ&as€d by L- Borchardt, Cairo l9l0 Berlir\ Staatlicbe È{ureeq 20.304
ct D 1I a Sc&erÍT l9Jl: lf 32S, AbL {i, Tt 14; Èi<xc t99l: G7; GilbcÉ [9!t!h eo 3l

39-anbp*'n
purclruwl fu J- Cqxv{ hsu 1909 Bnxelles , Brla*v| Lhlrlies Rqmu
d'kí ct Híídre i Kmin*Irjfu Muya wtr Kaní en ge-xhiedenis, E3M1
4D 5l m $nith I9E9-1990: tt" 19

-l0.wr&.wraa

purcfuxd by J- Calnrt, Luxu I9(D Bnrelles ,' Brusr,l, Muses Rolmtx
d'Án a Hi-*ire .; KorflTiHijke Muya wrr Kzlní en geschiedenig E3N3
d.D47b Smith 1989-1990: n" 20; Henbic.b 1991: 2E-29

4l.unknown
purclased by G.D. Hornblower, 1928 Cambridge, Fitzwiltiam Murum
E-170- 1939 ct D J5 s Bouniau l9El: 27-2E, no 33;
Gilbert 19992 no 27
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{!.rrntnowa
unkmwn
HannoveÍn KesÍner Museum 1954.125
d. D 50-
WoldcÍing 1958: n" l; Brunner-Traut;
Bruom & ZicL-È{rssen 1984: t9-ï}, 6g1 s;
Gilbcrt 1999: no 32

43.unknown
unknown
Hildesheinr,371
d . D l I n
Kayser 19TJ.25, Abb. l;
Schmitz 1993: 11, Abb.3;
Gitbcrt 1999: no 20

4J.unhruwn
pmluvl LEu Im2 ktrftn BritidrL.htvun,36.327
cÍ D 59 c f,lnith 1989-90: n" 11

l5.utt&iwwtt
prctnxd by GJ- Ctester, I89l Inukn, BritishMusam, 19.570
(previcnsly Clrcster Cotleaiml cÍ.D 59 c !;mirh t989-90: n" I5

46-unbnwn
prclnxd hy GJ. (]eíe4 IY)I l-or*n+ British Mu.;eum, 26.635

(llrcser Collectiat) cÍ.W 19 Snik 1989-X): n" 16

tl:-
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47.un-known
unkrown liíadÍi4 tlíuseo Arquelogico Nacional, inv, rmknown
cf. D 19 bPêrs.hrgechr l9tt: Í9.66q PerezDe 1990: V),fig.

a8. unlonwn (?)
by von Bissing M0rrchen,

Staatlictp Sammlung Agyptischer
Kunst, ÀS tO:Z @reriorxl"* vcn Bissing
Ciollctm) cf. D 43 a Muller 1972 25,
Abb.6: Gifbcrt 1999; no 22

49-unknown
by R de Rusafaell

New Yclq Me8cpolitan Museurn l5.2.rl
(pÍE'tiqlsb Cotleairn de Ruslafacll)

c f .D15m
Sxbetr,r"r l-mdrn l9l3: n" 322, pl. XXVU;
Ha1-es t53: A,ft* t4 second froru leÍt
Smith l9t9-90: uo 12:
Gitbcrt l9fl9z no 29

e l
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5O_rrnkmwrt
puróasd t9l2 New YoÍh M€tÍopotitan MuserrÍr\ 12.182.41
cf- D 75 a H4'cs 1953: 23, fqg- l,t sccÍrl e(rl ridq Smilh 198*t990: n?l;
Smith 1993: 2*L5

5I-ai*/onwn
purclavd by A- Inring, I9I9 New Yu\ Met@ianMusum, 20-210
D 45 m &Igerxn 1922-1923: l2l-12-l,fg.H: tutmgwtel 1960: pL
115, )QII,I-3: Sniíh I9E9-1990: n" 18

52 unknown (?)
unknourn(?) New YoÍL
M€íÍopolitan Museunl
inv. unknown
c f D 1 3 c
Lythsoe 191 t: 9, 6g. a,E;
GilbcÉ IXX); so 2l

53-rmtrrvrom
purdtas€d ty W- UacCregor (?) O:dord, Astumlean Musanm, 1958-345
(prcviq$ty lb{acGÍW6 Collccrim rod Russc[ Cotleaioa) m pa-alld
decordion d. D 19- MacGcgc Sah Cataloge 1922: n" 1754, pl- lJIl; Smith
l9t9-199O: n" l7; Peync 1993: no t7l
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flffi*m
Í-unknown
prc$asd t-uor
ordor4 Ashnnlean
Museum, 1955-56ó
(prviousty hssmae
colledim)

d-D43
Prync 1993: no E62

55.unknown
unlrnownPariq lnrwe,
AE/AF68sl/lI4ló d D17g
de Cenival L9T2:4O,n" 42;
Aksemit f9Ef: 166, fig. f2;
7^"gto & de Ceoival 1982: 60, n" 13;
Ziq)et 1990: ló; C'ilb€Ít 1999:n" 23

56-totbxnn
wthnwn Phil&firtia, (lnivursitlt of PemsT,lvionia Mayum, inv.
Unlmcn'n cf,. D 49 f Ronkc 1950: fig- 5 (xuxd fnn right)

57-turÍrxnsn
prcluvd O Stír;*Iotn. Medellravs Musee4 MM 10.310 cf. D 4I u
George 1975: n" I5I

SE ardrron'tr
prctrrea Q) Stdlnbn, Me&lnt,L^s Mayet, MM 10-312 cÍ. D 4l b
Geuge 1975: n" 152

59.unhww
pwcluwl Q) Strc*lnln. Me&ltuns Mnsee4 MM 10.313 cÍ D 4l b
Geuge 1975: n" 153

60-uná rllpzn

0 SrcIfnh, Me&llnvs Líureel MM lI.I25 cÍ. D 6 k
(slryE) Geuge 1975: n" 151

.l@ c*\c.----
w€ga'y
ffi-
\ !r! r\\trrÉ- J

lw

UMM

v;5ffis6r7
N,vlFrt-fll

* z  t / /
v
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6Lmbxnrt
prclnvn @Swfbfrq Me&IIuvs Muse* MM 10.3M y' D 5l m
Gerge 1975: n" 155

62.utbpwn
Wrcfnse<I e) pivote mlleaianD - hílphy's New Yor\ hme 1990: n"
3; Clvisiek l-on&n, JuIy 1995: n" 79

63.unknown
(?) fonnerly in Hihon Price

Cotlection, present location unknown
cf D 4l a Price 190E: n" 4340

61-torbxrir
purctwea by M*{regw, befue 1922 frmerly in M*{}regr
Collectit+ Went lmtiut tnbnw4 profubly priwte allectitn {-D
al - Q)Ma-{regr kle C.aalogte 1922: n" 1756 (1)

65.unkrrcwn
purctused (?)
formerly in Newberry Collectioa
preseot locdion unlcnown
D 1 0 n
Nerbcrry l9l3: l3l Íig. f
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